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Conclusion  
 
Even the best-laid plans can be upset by unexpected obstacles and problems.  No amount of 
planning will cover every exigency, so plan and be prepared to re-plan. At some point, all 
plans must lead to the creation of that first digital image for the work to actually begin. 
 
Successful digitization projects are the products of successful planning. While it is tempting 
to plunge right in, a more methodical approach will save time, effort, and resources in the 
long run. It will also help make certain that projects maintain focus. By maintaining focus, 
projects will more than likely meet their goals. Planning certainly will help when it comes 
time to choose which materials should be digitized. 
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NDLP Project Planning Checklist, National Digital Library Program, Library of 
Congress, available at: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/prjplan.html 
 
Planning Digital Projects for Historical Collections in New York State, New York Public 
Library, available at: http://digital.nypl.org/brochure/ 
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